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SUBJ: JAPANESE IRON ORE MISSION TO COME TO LIBERIA. 

1 . APRIL 2 LIBERIAN STAR QUOTED GOL FINMIN STEPHEN TOLBERT AS 
ANOUNCING ARRIVAL HERE ON APRIL 1 1 OF SEVEN- MAN TECHNICAL MISSION 
REPRESENTING FIVE JAPANESE STEEL COMPANIES " FOR AN INITIAL 
INVESTIGATION OF THE OVERALL DEPOSITS OF IRON ORE IN LIBERIA." 
ACCORDING TO THE STAR, THE JAPNESE CONSORTIUM CONSITS OF NIPPON 
STEEL, NIPPON KOKAN, KAWASAKI STEEL, SUMITOMO METAL AND KOBE 
STEEL. 

2. THE JAPANESE, WHO ARE EXPECTED TO SPEND TWO WEEKS HERE, 

WILL INSPECT IRON ORE DEPOSTS AT BIE MOUNTAIN, WOLOGISI, MT. 
TOKADEH, ANDPUTU. " TOP GEOLOGISTS" FROM REPUBLIC STEEL AND 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NATIONAL IRON ORE COMPANY ( NIOC) WILL 
ALSO PARTICIPATE IN THE INVESTIGATIONS OF THE BIE DEPOSTS. 

3. COMMENT: IT WOULD BE INTERESTING TO SPECULATE ON WHAT JAPAN 
INC, IS UP TO IN THIS PART OF THE IRON ORE WORLD. OVER THE LAST 
TWO YEARS THERE HAVE BEEN ENOUGH JAPANESE DELEGATIONS HERE TO 
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OBVIATE THE NEED FOR MORE UNLESS THIS LATEST ONE IS, EOR EXAMPLE, 

TO EXHIBIT GOOD WILL TOWARD LIBERIA AND THE TOLBERT ADMINISTRATION. 

4. ON MARCH 30, STEPHEN TOLBERT TOLD THE AMBASSADOR THAT THE EOCUS 
OF JAPANESE INTEREST IS ON BIE. THIS IS CONSISTENT WITH THE 
PARTICIPATION IN THESE DISCUSSIONS OF REPS FROM REPUBLIC AND NOIC 
WHICH ALSO HAVE INTEREST IN/ CLAIMS TO THE BIE DEPOSIT AND WHICH, 
ACCORDING TO LCAO REPUBLIC SOURCES, STILL REQUIRES CONSIDERABLE 
EXPLORATION. 

5. ON THE OTHER HAND, IT APPEARS THAT JUST ABOUT EVERYTHING 
NEEDED TO START UP WOLOGISI IS KNOWN EXCEPT WHERE THE $500- 
$600 MILLION FINANCING WOULD COME FROM. THE GERMAN- ITALIAN 
BONG MINING COMPANY HOLDS SOME SORT OF CONCESSION EROM THE GOL TO 
EXPLORE PUTU AND HAS BEEN CARRYING OUT AT LEAST SOME WORK THERE 
OVER THE PAST YEARS. THE MENTION OF TOKADEH IS, ON THE SURFACE, 
RATHER CURIOUS SINCE IT IS IN THE LAMCO CONCESSION AREA AND WAS 
BROUGHT ON STREAM BY THAT COMPANY IN DECEMBER 1972. 
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